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A Glorious Proſpect of the Pro- 
teſtants Happineſs, &c: 


Judges VILE. 26. 
T he Sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. 
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E may through all the Courſe of Holy Scripture, 
wW plainly behold that when the Almighty deſign- 
cd to work out a Deliverance to his People, he 
made them ſenſible that it was not ſo much the 
Arms of Fleſh, as his immediate power that ſaved them. 
The 1/reelites at the time that Godraiſed up Gideon the Son 
of Jeaſb to be an Inſtrument in his Hand of faving them, 
were opprelled by the Afidianites & Amalakztes, a cruel and 
waſtful People that ſpared no means that force or fraud 
could invent to vex them, and Jay their Country deſolate, 
todraw them aw>y to Idolatry, and the Worſhip of ſtrange 
Gods, which their Fathers had not known ; and leaſt they 
ſhould ſeem to attribute the Viftory to Multitudes, and net 
give the ſole Glory to the God of Battles ; this great Cap- 
rain had an expreſs Command, to try firſt their Courage 
and Reſolution, and after that proving too many, they 
were ſcleted at the Water-Brook, where three hundred 
only were choſen, and withrthat ſmall number, the mighty 
Army was overthrown, deſtroyed, broken, and confoun- 
ded at firſt onſet by the breaking of Pitchers,& ſounding of 
A 2 
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Trumpets, ard crying, The Swerd of the Lord, ind of G:- 
aeor, Judges 7. 20. Lei tt the Lord arije, (ſays Holy Oe 
vid) 1... 1:15 Enemies ſh.l be ſcattered; (And again) God 5s 
our refuge axd jirengrh, very preſert help 3n trouble + There: 
fore mi4 we nor fear trongh tre earth berroved, ard though the 
Aforint airs be Carries 10 te midht of the Sea; rhevgh the 
Waters th ercof roar, and be troubled, Pal. 46. 1,2,3. we find 
tat when, Suzgr:4 was Befieged, and even Fannie raged in 
the City to a degree, that a Woman was forc:d to eat the 
Fryics of her Womb, when all viſible means failed, 2ndan 
In'viti: g Enemy every day exp:Red ro Enrer the City, and 
bring it to final Deſolation ; that only a noiſe being heard 
in the Hills and Mountains, rayedthe Siege, ard gave a- 
bunda: ce of plenty tothe beſieged, according as the Pro- 
Phe: Had forerold. And Serachbartbs Hoaſt truſting in the 
Arm of the Fleſh, and the multitude of Horſes and Chari- 
cots, found themſelves inſ-nſibly defeated by the Revenging 
Sworc,: of . the Deſtraying 1\ngct, falling- dead, by the 
wighry ſtroak of an Jnviible power, whole force they felr, 
but knew no wayto rebiſt, -of fiy from, till Faooo of them 
were ferter "tin theChains of Death. And npon conſide- 
ra:10n of theſe, and the lice Deliverances, Holy Devid 
fays to comfort himdelf, and his people, viz. The Lard of 
HoSts with us, the Gtaaf Feceb ws ovr refuge ; come, behold 
the Hork of the Lord, bt deſtletion he hath made :n the earth, 
te mekerb Wars to teaſe nr20 the era-of the earth, be brecketh 
:be bow, and cutteth the ſpear in ſuxder, and burneth the Che- 
1587 with fire: Be ftill, and krow that ] am Ged, I will be exalt- 
id -amorgft the Heathen, ] will be exalted in the carth. The 
1ard of Haſts ts with xs, the Cod-ef Jacob & our refuge, Pin|, 

46-:7,8,0,10,1 1. Fer although God makes Man for the moſt: 

part the Inſtrument in his hand, the more viſibly to-brimg; 
about his. purpoſes > yea without the Operation of Atmigh-: 
ty:powes and W ifdotn,Mens Devices are brought to nought, 

i or;here wet find; that when Gmeon carhe to behold the Camp: 

of the enemy, Tir dhidianites, ard Amalakites, «nd at rhe 

Chilanen of tbe Hoft lsy along in the F abey bike Graſbeppers for 
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w:klti; ade, and thor Cunme's reve witheut number, #4 the Sand 
ef the Sea, Judges 7. 12. Yet this great Army that had ſo 
long hcen the waitful te;rour of the Country, was putinto 
ſuch a fear at the cry of the Sword of the Lord, and Gideon, 
that they were ut:erly confcunded, and knew not what they 
did ; for as we fiad ;t in wer. 21, 22. of the foregoing Chap» 
ter, Viz. Ard they food wwery man un his place round about 
re Camp, and A the Hoaſft ran, anderyed, and fled, and the 
i hree bunared b/cw the Trunxpers, and the Lord ſet every mans 
Sword 474inf# 915 fclow even throughout all the Hoajt, and the 
Hoſt fied, &c. Ey this we may ſee, it was more through 
fear and dittraction they were broken, than through any 
flaughter the three hundred /ſrae/ites were capable of making 
amonglt ſo great 2 company of men. Davgd incouraged by 
God, purſued tle Amalek;tes that barnt Ziklag, and with 
tour hundred Nen fell upon thoſe that had taken the ſpoil, 
ind with four handred Men defeated their great Army, res 
covering what ever had been taken away, Barachand De- 
bor 4h, defeated 74b.n's great Hoalt, deſtroying it together 
with C:/ſe-« its "aptain, who fell in Fee!'s Tent. Sampſon 
with b s !ingle Arm, rontcdat ſundry times, the Powegs of 
the Phi'i/f:ns ;, fo that welſce that God confounds ſtrength 
with weakncS, for when men preſume too much og the 
Armof Fleh, they frequently deccive themſelves; andin 
the midſt of their ſecurity are overthrown: Therefore let 
3 good Chriſtian conſider that his ſtrength 4s in the Lard, 
3nd if Gcd ve on his tice, he need not be afraid, though day+ 
gerbeſ.t him round about; but be comforted, and wage 
valiant by the words of the Kipgly Prophet, viz. The Lord 
5s my light «nd my ſaliation, whem ſhall / fear ,, the Lord @ 
the Ereneth of niy life, of whom ſhall 1 be afraid : When the 
w ched, cvei: minie enemies, «ud any foes came upon me to eat ip 
my fl-ſh, they fumbled and fell : Though an Hoaft ſhoull en- 
Cump ega:nit me, my heart ſball not fear, though War ſhall 
ariſe ava r.ft me, 6 this will I be confident, Pal. 27. 1,2» 3- 
This ought to be the. confidence, and courageous reſolution 
of cxuery Chriltian, eſpecially Soldiers, who carry Jour 
es 


EE 
Lives in their hands, and 2re faid ro live on the brinkof the 
Giave. Ahove all in a gocd Cauſe, and the defence of 
the Sacred Truth, wien 1:itetr Religion is in danger, and 
rheenemy tceks not to wiln a Dominion over their bodys, 
but ofer their ſdnls. to oblcure the light of the Goſpel, and 
cloud 3 Kingdom in darknels and igno: ance: Let themtake 
example by rhe valiant 14rcc.ihezs, who when they behe! 
their Holy things prophancd an! tra:npled under foot by 
an Idolatrous people, their Alcar polluted, and their San- 
Quuarys indanacr to be Gdefile{ ; they took up the Sword of 
G:deon,/and [tood incre for their Religion than for their 
Lives,ncr v as theSword of tte Lord wanting t» givethene 
fucceis over their Eremes, ard to red.em their blecding 
Country from the diſtraction a1 ddeſolation ir, groaned un- 
der 5, nct may weſpare to come rearcr home, and find in- 
numerable inſtances of God's railing up Gr4:o5to ſavetheſe 
Ritgdoms, not only from Barbaro:'s Nations, whoin ear- 
ty times have invadedthem but froma Papal Tyranny from 
Pots, and Confſpiracys that have laboured to maketheir 
gloty ſet in blood and ruine. #erry the Eight was raiſed 
up to ſcatter the Afid: an tes, and Amral.cks: es, of Rome, whoſe 
Ralarries ard Superſti:i>ns had infeted our 1/>acl, and 
whoſe Pride and Luxury had laid waſte her plcaſant places, 
and deſtroyed the gocd things of the Land: This, 1 ſay, 
was the Sword of the Lord, and of G:decrr, fer God jmade 
this Pr nce an Inſtrument in his lard : This was the Lord's 
doings ardit +$ warvelous in our Eyes, and in the next 
place he raiſed up a gocd eſtas inthe perſon of Edward the 
Sixth, 2nd under him gave us the purity and light of the 
G2 pe! in i's primitive luſtre, brighter than the Norning- 
St. ©, 5nd though a ter the death of this good Prince, he 
wa. ed his Sword, end ſuffered us to be cruſhed under the 
yr i $6 handsof our ecemies; yet che Bloody Reign of 
Q. Aary once over,whe:ein our Adverſaries difplayed them- 
1yves mn their true Colours, faſting Flamcs with Vaityrs 
{::ecious Blocd, a: ſucha Riotcus profuſeneſs, as no Bar- - 
Ft, .rous Nation þad equalled, he heard tho Groans of his 
& fat- 
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tuffcring people, and [:nt us a deliverance, The Sword of the 
Lord, an4 of Gideon, was again on our lide, as appeared 
in the Reign of Queen E1iz.+verh, who was valliant for the 
truth, and in ſpite of all the Conſpiracies to raiſe a Rebel- 
lion, or bring herto an untimely end, by Poiſon, Daggers, 
and many pernicious Dcvices ; ſhe ſtood the Gideon, or N.- 
torab of cur Land, and though Sp.z17 RIPd the Seas with 
ficating Calttcs to deitroy this flouriſhing Ringdom, yer 
the Almighty by a ſinall number manifeſtly bared his Arn 
co ſave us, ant raine thoſe that were too confident in the 
Arm ct Fleih, not only veſtroy ing that huge Armado, bur 
routing ſuch Forces,as the Spaniards ſent into Ireland, to af- 
tiſt_the Bloouly /r1ſh Pipes, Rebellion againſt their lawful 
Soveraig 1, committing ſuch Crucl-ies as are tco tedi- 
ons here to mention, and although in the fruſtration of 
their Plots an i Devices they might well have perceived the 
immediarc han of Heaven, protecting this great and pro- 
ſperous Queen ; yet ſo far were they infatuated, or tran- 
ſported with inſeperable Malice and Revenge, that though 
their Atteinpts colt many of them their lives, yet no 
ſooner vas the wiſe Pretefi-zr Prince King F.rmes the Firſt 
adva:ced tothe Throne, but they went to exalt him ina 
blaſt to the Skies, had r.ot their Powaer Plas been diſcovar- 
ed by the Div ne Hard of Providence, who blaſted it ; all 
witic'1 well confidercd, may make us confels with the Royal 
Prophe:, t iz. We have thenght of thy loving kindneſs, O Goa,in 
the m.jÞ of thy Temple, according to thy Name, O God, fo ws 
thy pratfe nico the ends of the earth, thy » 3ght band is (ill of 
regieos/nſs: Let Monie Ston vejoyce, let the Daughter of 
Frda be cl:d, bicau,e of thy jndgment, Pal. 49. verſe 9g, 


And now withowt tears of compaſllian, we cannot refleft on 
the Popiſh Crucly in the poor Kingdom of Jrelerd, in the 
Reign of King Ch.l.s the Firſt, 419 1641. when with» 
out any Ppravecation, Armed with Helliſh Rage, and the 


naty <1 Cruclty of a Papiit, they by inknmane Torments, 
Ma. 
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Maflacred no leſs than 200000 Frcliſh ProteiFants, of all 
\ges and Sex ; infomuch that the Dead Bodies not being 
ſuffered by the Prieſts to be buricd ; Created a Contapgeon, 
and in ſome meaſure took revenge on the Murtherers ; 
and what can we think? but at this day a Papi? is a Pupift 
ſtill, whe: e even the Principle cf Religion inftills a kind 
of Ficrceneſs and Barbarity into their Nature: Nay, if 
we refieft what in a few Months they have done, what 
better can be expeacd, it we contider the Spoil, Plunder, 
Ravagemeats, and Deſolations the French ard {jb in 
Arms have made, regarding neither Oaths, Promiſes, nor 
nearneſs of Relation ; with a deliie utterly to Roor the 
the E»g!:ſh our of the Kingdom, with a further deſign 
ef carrying on theirMiſcheviousEnterprizes againſt the Pro- 
ex/taxr Religion ; In general, ir is time for Proteſt ants to 
become Valiant for the Truth, and bold as Lyons, not 
only for their Religion, but temporal intr.ſt ; the preſerva- 
tion of their Wives and Children, from Murthers, Rapes, 
and Deflowrings, and all manner of Violence and Wick- 
edneſs : ,to ſtand as Bulwarks againſt the Rapid Inundati- 
on of Antichriſtzn Tyrany. Let vs conſider that the 
Fowls-of the Air, and the Bcaſts of the Forreſt, ſtard in 
the defence of their own lives, and the lives of their young 
Ones, with ſuch Weapons as Nature has aff;rded thei : 
Ard' ſha!] nct wen in .fuch a caſe pluck up their Spirits, 
and redqui.le their Courage, ſince the Almighty has of 
late b:en fo favourable in giving us, even by Miracle, a 
Proteſtant bing and Queen to fit upon the Throne, and 
fo great a Proſpett of a throvgh deirverance ; we are here 
Atembers ofthe Charch Mil-irant ; Eer us not be aſhamed 
©: a'ra'd of our profeiſion, when maintairing our Chriſti- 
an We f re ina gocd conſcience, and a juſt cauſe, we make 
ear Way tothe C hurch, which is Trinmphant, where God 
ſhail wipe 2way all tears from cur Eyes, And there fhat 
ce 1'0 more Death, nauther ſorrew 107 crymg, meither ſhall 
there Fe any were pin, for the ſormer rings paſs away, 
Rev. 21, 4. Thongh ncver {fo r8auy Storms and Terr peſts 
threa- 
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threaten ; yet a good Chriftian ought not.to be diſmayed, 
though in a time, even when danger does. beſet them : 
yet it is required, they ſhould Humble themſelve; before 
their Maker, and Rely on him, whois able to ſave to the 
utmoſt, all that truſt in him : For indeed, Sin is thar 
which provokes him to with-hold his mercy, and brin 

calamities on Nations, and Kingdoms ; it was always well 
with the ſecd of Frcob, when they cleave faſt to the Rock 
of their Salvation ; but when they grew Regardleſs, he 
-=_ them up to the oppreſling Nations, who grieved his 
choſen Heritage, for as 'tis ſaid Pſal, 18. ver. 25, 26. 
27. viz. With the Merciful, thon wilt ſhew thy ſelf Merei- 
ful; andwith an upright man, thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf upright ; 
with the pure, thou wilt ſhew 'thy felf pure; with the fre- 
ward, thou wilt ſhew thy ſp froward : For then wilt _ 
the afflicted people, but will bring down bigh looks, Niniveh 
humbling her ſelf in Sackcloath and Aſhes before the 
Lord, was fayed from impendent Wrath, when Stubborn 
Sodom , and Impenitent Gomorrah ſunk in Sulpherous 
fire; tet us turn then to the Lord with our whole hearts, 
and fing praiſe unto our deliverer, that 'our Enemies, and 
all thoſe that ſeek to hurt us, may fall before us: 'Tis 
a good confceience, and an aſſurance in gods mercy's 
that makes. men: valiant ; Abraham on this ſcore perſued 
the Kings, and Reſcued his Brother Lor, &c. 'out of their 
hands: David in this aſſurance urdauntedly marched 
againft the mighty Champion of the Ph:li#Fims ;, and with 
Conſiderable Wea ons, aS$ knowing God faves neither 
by Spear hor Shield, no', more than by weak means, 
when he reſolves to manifeſt his power; or intends to 
fave, he overcame the man that ſo long defied the 
Armies of 1ſree/: For when the great Jehovah was deſfign- 
ed to ſhow his laſt Judgment upon Phareh ; and his pur- 
ſuing Hoſt in the Red Sea.and 7/raetcryed out for fear,they 
were only commanded to ſtand ſtill, and ſee the Salvation 
of the Lord,” and they eyen without contributing any help 
of their own, found themſelves not only fecure gy 
| > alle 
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and a li read threatned them, | 
danger we heir delire .. : be Tons m=ar=ia}" [+ Element 
card the voice 0 or, and” th violence 
oa ae lp pk th vieten 


to let the ſtubborn | monarch know, rem the higheſt Rules 
in the Kingdoms of men, in whoſe hands areall the King- 
doms of the Earth, and all the breath of life. There is. a Sword 
ff the Lord, and a Mad Man ; againſt the firſt there is 
No prevail, latter is.weak, if he firſt be want- 
ing : God Ys ple Neſs al re SA Ear: hs ra 

his Servants, as Po did the Hail in the.time of Joſbae, by 
which there fell more than, by the 'Swords of the //raclices,; 
or incloſ& his pcopl ple with Fiery Camps of _ a els,as 


he did Elba, when: bis life was ſought far hrs. 
Ly ſtint rd, an he will be to his $iloge al of 
nce, and a ſtr ower, a Buckler, a Shields and 3 


da Deliyerecr ; NE has power to, do wheat he BE plegtes ; 
In Heaven, and Earth, whoſe Wil is Fate, and nt 
by Thad i able, and Ireeverſab beets 1 wha 
im ſincerely, wath a trug hears 
-” will hearus, and de delivec uy out T all our, Ck? 1 
us not then be afraid of. their ves that ſeek to. harm) :us, 
but alluredly reſt ſecure in his proteQtion,whoſe.mercys are 
Sod os rows hat Pn, at he ow keep: us 
pgs L h 
go abrvaBby 6 by Oy the MG Ga kave fog vantage 0- 
Yer us: celet IT our ſelves like 'men, - aud. 
not os or grow weary :. Let fear fiy ourBreafts, and let 
us armour ſelves with Courage ita good Cauſe , and.con- 
ſider that the Gcd of Battles, the, Lorid.of Halts is the dis 
{poier, of « of allchings, angus «be Lord he with vs, who ſhall 


be--ag C THF 55 8- Sppary f the 
Lord, ah Ter Gude ADs i f 


Thus by extraordinary means does the Almighty Gre, 
when ol ens his ala © =o el eg to te 
gs of.Men 5: p in or 
2) thall nl cloaked, their Enemies. al come. 
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vut.one way, but flee even ; the Lord ſhall draw: a Sword 
after therg, and they ſhall be ſcattered, even from Heaven 
ſhall they be difcoraſited, and ſcattered o'er the face af the 
earth, aSin Fuages 3.2. They fought from Heaven, the Stars 
5 their conrſes fought again? Siſera. If Heaven be on our 
ſide, in vain is the Combination of man, for who is able 
to ſtand before that mighty God, whoſe very looks drieth 
up the deep, and whoſe wrath maketh the Mountains to 
melt, before whofe Majeſty Feb confeſleth himſelf ta fail 
and tremble, like one in a ſtormy Tempeſt, and that his 
fear was ſo great that he wasnot able to bear\it; nor can 
his hand be ſhortened, that he will not ſave thoſe that ſtand ' 
for his truth; ſuch as axe valiant for the promotion ob God's 
Honour, are ſaid to fight the Lord's Battle ;..that is, 
owns them to be his Soldicrs, and. he. puts. power 
ſtrength into their hands, as he did into his Servant” Foſhu- 
&'s when be made the Heavenly bodies cantrary- to the 
courſe of natere, obey a Mortal Voice, the.Sun and . Moon 
{hood ſtill ri} hjs people had accompliſhed their defire. upon 
their Enemies, as we find IT in Foſhaa,' 10. 13. and. w 
Adefes held but up bis hand the //raclires prevailed, for there 
is nothing too haredfor the Lord, when he deſigns, to bring 
about his purpoſes: 4 called 67 the Lord in my difiveſs ((ays 
Holy Dvd) the Lord 1nſwered me, and ſet me in « large 
piece; the Lord w on ny (ts 1.will not fear what wan. can, do 
wnro we : The Lord takgrb my: part with them. that belp. me, 
therefore ſhall I ſeeumy deſerexpor them that hate me }, it # het- 
ter.re ruſt the Lira, tbe). to pus. confidence in Princes, all 
N 21 tons eompaſſed me about, but in the Name of the Lord will 
1 deftroy them, PfaL118. v. 5.6,7,8,9,10. Thus we may be- 
hold, how a gocd cauſe puts life into- the Soul, and makes 


_ the Spirit riſe to the extreameſt height of yalour, baniſhin 
the image cf fear by a confident Toe: of Tuccels, makes 


men bold as Lyons, ard unwary in their undertakings. 
T his made Nehemiah courageous for the Houfe of God, 
and for his Sanftuaxy, when hecauſed theyery Work-men 
to.arm at their labokr, Raving their*Swortls in their hands, 

even 
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were building, and repairing the City'of 
Feruſalem, to event ind repel their ereacherous | DR 
who fonght always to furprize and bring them ro deſtry- 
tion - Let vs take Courage then, and - faint not but acquit 
your ſelves like men. ' ae 2 ET LOUD: 


even whilſt 
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A Proteſtant Prayer for our Deliverance from 
 Popajh Enemaes, and for future Sarceſs. 


> 


O Lord God, Holy and Glorious, in whoſe hands.ave lt 


the ends of the exrth, thou God of Battleson whoar fl 


poor affiifted Servants, pardon onr Sins, and paſs by the multi- 
inde of exr Traxſpreſſions ; ſave ws, ſave ne, O Lord, from ohe 
Afelice and Hatred of exr Implacable Enemys, defeat their Plots 
and tenforrid their Devices, and let them know neither Policy, 
—— of Fleſb can do any thing againſt theſe thou are 
pleaſed to rakg ines thy eſpecial care and proteition ; give us Con- 
rege-to be valiant for thy revealed truth 5n theGoſpel of thy dear 
Sen oxr ever blifſed Lord and Saviour, and ever defend w« from 
the C loults and Mifts of Poperyand Errour 3 g70e #4 bearts ts 
fear, and Reverence thy Holy'N ame, that all our Aftions and 
kgs may redownd to_ thy Honor and Glory through 
Jeſs Chriſt > To whom with thee and thy Holy Spirit, be all 
Power, Praiſe, and Dominion, World without ext. Amen. | 
WF - + 
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" Surceſi and YVriftory depends ;, look down npon. « thy. 
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